Waiting for the Son (1 Thessalonians)
6: Love, Work and the Day of the Lord (1 Thess 4:9-5:11)
1 Thessalonians 4:9-5:11 New International Version (NIV)
9

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by

God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you,
brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should
mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the
respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
13

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not

grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we
tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those
who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
And so we will be with the Lord forever.18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction
will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
4

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all

children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us
not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awakeand sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who get drunk, get drunk at night.8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a
breastplate,and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live
together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

1. Daily Life in light of the future

2. Love
-Paul’s example
See 2:7:
“we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children.”

In 2:8:
we were “affectionately desirous of you”, “you had become very dear to us”.

-their current lives
-keep on making progress!

3. Work
-Paul’s example
See in 2:9
“9

Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in
order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.”

-being ambitious to live quietly
-minding your own business
-working
-see 2 Thess 3:6-12:
6

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer

who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching[a]you received from us. 7 For you
yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we
eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that
we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in
order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule:
“The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”
11

We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people

we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you,
brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.

4. The Day of the Lord
-two questions
-answer 1: those who have died already will still share in the resurrection
to come!

-answer 2: we don’t know the day or time, so be ready!

5. Keep on keeping on
-living in light of the future

